Letters: Elderly don't deserve cut in transport

Wednesday August 12 2009

A Eagarthóir, As the vandals who wreaked the dreadful havoc walk happily from the carnage we, the general public, accept that it's only through our pain that there will ultimately be some degree of economic redemption for our country. As we vainly await an acceptance of responsibility or guilt by wasteful politicians, wanton bankers or greedy builders we endure the torment of increased unemployment, reduced health services and salary sapping levies. But we, a little unwillingly, are prepared to do our bit to restore our nation's credibility and our people's dignity.

The elderly, however, have long since done their bit and more than their bit and in the process built a country of which all could be justly proud. During the bleak and barren 1950s and 60s they toiled in order that their children could have education and jobs. Their efforts bore bountiful fruit and a new and energetic Ireland emerged. We are the beneficiaries of all that they did and are or should be forever in their debt. 

An Bord Snip thinks little of the elderly or their quietly heroic lives. It believes that they should be returned to the terrible isolation that so many endured before the advent of Kerry Community Transport. K.C.T. has, since its inception, transported tens of thousands to and from their local towns and transformed lives. During 2,009 it will transport in Kerry 130,000 passengers on 120 weekly bus services. 

This wonderful service liberates very many from the cruelty of isolation and the terror of loneliness. It renews hope and strengthens the human bonds of friendship. It conveys to the users the vitally important message that society cares for their well-being and acknowledges their lives of quiet service. 

If An Bord Snip has its way the elderly will be reacquainted with the reality of terrible loneliness and a greatly diminished quality of life. The demand for places in public nursing homes will inevitably increase and be incapable of being met. The ultimate consequence will be that of people dying before their time. 

Every son and daughter, every nephew and niece and every neighbour and friend should demand loudly and ceaselessly that the Kerry Community Transport scheme must continue to serve those who have for decades served family, community and nation. Nothing less is their entitlement. 

Mo Bhuíochas, Michael Gleeson (Cllr). Clasheen, Killarney. 

