Comment: Rural transport provides a vital link for elderly

Wednesday August 12 2009

IT'S been almost four weeks since details of the McCarthy Report were released and as the days go on it continues to cause increasing anger and frustration among community groups and organisations around Kerry.

This week, in light of the McCarthy Report's proposal to cut the Rural Transport Programme, Kerry Community Transport launched a campaign urging local politicians to get behind them and stop what they fear will be a devastating blow to the elderly living in rural Kerry.

Over 116,000 passenger trips were made across 95 Kerry towns and villages last year in vehicles provided by Kerry Community Transport. In many cases the service provides the only means of maintaining contact with the outside world for elderly people living in rural communities.

However, despite that, An Bord Snip Nua recommends that 'given the availability of private sector bus alternatives, the high level of car ownership and the under-utilisation of synergies with other publicly funded local transport services... and particularly in light of current budgetary circumstances, this programme should be cut.'

Tell that to the man or woman on Valentia Island whose only way of getting his weekly shopping is on the community bus. Tell it to the woman in Ballyferriter who needs that weekly service to visit her doctor in Dingle. Or tell it to the woman in Ballyduff who, if it were not for the service, would not be able to travel to Tralee once a week to meet her friends.

How appalling is it for these people, the most vulnerable in our society, to have their one transport link to the outside world cut in the blink of an eye, when the same decision makers are willing to stand over a payment of almost €1,400 per day to chauffeur our then tourism minister John O'Donoghue to and from Cheltenham for five days in 2007

