Elderly will be isolated by cuts
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ELDERLY people living in rural Kerry will be left isolated and cut off if a recommendation by An Bord Snip Nua to end the Rural Transport Programme goes ahead.

That's the warning from Kerry Community Transport Ltd (KCT), whose members have this week launched a campaign urging tour operators and passengers to lobby their local representatives to oppose the cuts.

According to Kerry Community Transport Manager, Carmel Walsh, hundreds of people, particularly the elderly, rely on this service and taking that lifeline from them would be devastating.

Since 2003 KCT has seen phenomenal growth, with passenger trips increasing from 34,000 to 116,651 in 2008. Currently the programme operates 120 scheduled services throughout the county with 45 private operators employed to serve over 95 town and villages.

slashing this service will see hundreds of the most vulnerable in society left with no alternative transport, thus consigned to a life of isolation and loneliness, Ms Walsh said.

"This is the main problem for so many is that there is no alternative. Some people in remote areas may only have access to this service one or two days a week — it's the most basic service — so the proposed cuts would have a devastating effect on them," she said.

"If there was an alternative for these people there would never have been a need to set up Kerry Community Transport in the first place so for the McCarthy report to suggest alternative bus routes and car travel just doesn't hold weight," she said.

"We want to highlight what's happening and hope that people power will help us raise awareness," she added.

As well taking part in a national campaign day on September 11, Ms Walsh is encouraging those affected by the proposed cuts to write to their local representatives highlighting the importance of the service to them.
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